Madam, the Sub-Prefect of Confolens, 
Mrs. Suzanne Krayn and her husband - great niece of aviator sergeant Harold EAMES, 
ladies and gentlemen, dear friends,

Welcome to Aussac-Vadalle.
 
Thank you for your presence with us today.
 
Let us for a moment think back to nineteen forty four (1944) 
German soldiers were everywhere, controlling everything, monitoring the roads and the activities of civilians.
June the Sixth  (6th) is the date of the Allied landing in Normandy: we will be freed!
 
But we had not taken into account the determination of the Nazis, who would commit the worst atrocities in the next few weeks.

On June the  Ninth  (9th), the 2nd SS Division Das Reich hanged ninety nine (99) inhabitants of Tulle and deported one hundred forty nine (149) men to the Dachau extermination camp.
 
On June the Tenth   (10th), it was in Oradour sur Glane that the same SS division massacred the inhabitants: men, women and children.
 
On June the Nineteenth  (19th), the Channel Express THREE crashed here, in Aussac-Vadalle.
 
Today, Madam Sub-Prefect, Mrs Krayn, you will inaugurate a new memorial stone worthy of the sacrifice of the Channel Express THREE  crew.
 
But I will first return to the circumstances of the construction of the memorial.

The gratitude of the inhabitants was expressed in the weeks following the crash and they began to lay the foundation of a monument in memory of the crew, here.

The Mayor of Aussac opposed this construction in view of the very real risks it posed to the civilian population - the Nazis still occupied the Chalet de la Boixe, home of the Mayor and his family. 
Reprisals and summary executions were common.
 
At the end of October nineteen forty four  (1944), upon liberation, a memorial was erected at chez Renard in the commune of Jauldes.

The inauguration of the memorial took place on June the Twentieth  (20th) nineteen forty five  (1945) in the presence of civil and military authorities.
It was on May the Eight   (8th) Two thousand  (2000) that the existing foundation of the crash site was renovated to receive a commemorative plaque, at the exact spot of the crash.
 
That’s why our communities honour the memory of American airmen who died for freedom every year.
Moving ceremonies, marked by great respect and recognition.
 
This is why, at the initiative of Mr. Franck Thorin, we decided to build a memorial stone which testifies to our respect towards the Channel Express III crew
So that the younger generations never forget these young men who died for freedom.

Thank you.

